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Threat to people and ecology 


Fishermen use poison 


to capture tropical fish for sale 


V f your newly-purchased tropical fish 
{ isn’t looking healthy, Dr. Don 
McAllister says that may be because it 
was poisoned long before you bought it. 
The noms Curator of Ichthyology says 
illegal cyaniding in the Philippines 
provides up to 80 percent of the salt- 
water tropical fish for North American 
aquariums. And while they are provid- 
ing pets, poison-using fishermen are 
causing an ecological disaster. 

That's why Don, and his colleagues in 
the Internation Marinelife Alliance, — 
Fisheries and Oceans biologist Dr. Peter 
Rubec, American fish collector Steve 
Robinson, and veterinarian Dr. Vaughan 
Pratt — are trying the help Filipino fish- 
ermen kick the cyanide habit. 

During a spring trip to the Philippines 
Don says he found the poison is helping 
wipe out “one of the richest, if not the 
richest coral reef systems in the world.” 
More than half the coral is dead or 
dying, and one cyaniding fisherman can 
kill as many as 50 coral heads — fertile 
outcroppings of the reef — each day. 
Marine life has been cut by two-thirds. 

Using a tablet of dried poison in a 
squeeze bottle, divers swim up to a 
coral head with fish on it and start 
squirting. The ocean water dilutes the 
poison, but it is strong enough to be 
lethal. 

“Some fish fall down dead,” Don says, 
“Some are knocked unconcious, and 
some run around in circles all dizzy,” he 
says, his hands shaking to mimic the 
motions of a sick fish. The diver collects 


the live fish and sends them to expor- 
ters. He takes the dead ones home to 
feed his family. 

The fish are killed or stunned because 
sodium cyanide paralyses the blood'’s 
oxygen-carrying haemoglobin. “Twenty 
milligrams would kill a human being,” 
Don says, “one of these tablets would do 
in the whole National Museums with no 
trouble at all.” 

Although cyaniding is illegal, Dan says 
widespread corruption under deposed 
president Ferdinand Marcos allowed 
fish exporters to openly smuggle in and 
sell the poison. “Any fool could use 
cyanide,” he says, “and a lot of fools did.” 

The new Philippine government is 
trying to cut the cyanide supply, but 
Don says it could take between 10 and 
70 years for the coral to recover. The 
poison kills the tiny plants and animals 
that make up coral, and turns the reefs, 
he says, “into concrete.” Because the 
coral provides food and shelter to reef 
fish, Don says cyaniding is “like smash- 
ing your house — you (the fish) live 
somewhere else... if you're still alive.” 

The solution is to teach divers to 
catch fish without harming the coral 
or themselves. Steve Robinson has pio- 
neered a programme to teach cyaniders 
to use nets. Steve goes out to fishing 
villages with instructors who are 
‘reformed’ poison-users, and teaches 
local divers how to drive fish against a 
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Comings and Goings 


Natural Sciences 


Claude Renaud has been ap- 
pointed Assistant Curator, Ichthyology 
Section, and Kieran Shepherd will 
begin on March 15 as Technician, Fossil 
Vertebrates, at Paleobiology Division. 

The following are now on the perma- 
nent staff of Technical Operations: Peter 
Newlands and Jim Robertson, Display 
Technicians; Francis Chan, Model and 
Diorama Technician; Gerben Gazen- 
dam, Horticulturalist; Irene Azevedo, 
Secretary; Richard Martin and Michel 
Régimbal, Audio-visual Operators; and 
Maurice Pronovost, Silkscreen Techni- 
cian, Exhibition Planning and Design. 


Corporate Services 


At Personnel Services, two Per- 
sonnel Advisors left at the end of 
December: Marie-Claude Dusseault, 
to join the staff of Statistics Canada, and 
Anmmne-Maire Kokinski-Corneau, to 
work for National Defence. They have 
been replaced by Duane Hayes, on 
secondment from the Secretary of State, 
and Lori Reilly, formely with Public 
Works. Ghislene Parent, from Revenue 
Canada, Income Tax, is now working in 
the Directorate as Personnel Assistant. 

The following have also joined the 
staff: Carole Mitrow, from Communica- 
tions Canada, as Personnel Assistant; 
Lynn Ducharme, from Justice Canada, 
as Clerk/Receptionist; Michelle Can- 
tin, as Word Processing Operator, and 
Paola Franco, as Clerk, Organization/ 
Classification. 

At Information Services, Director 
Keith de Bellefeuille-Percy has been 
appointed Director, Public Relations 
and Promotion, at Tourism Canada. 
Suzanne Scharfe, Administrative 
Assistant, was seconded to Personnel 
Services and Denise Levesque, Office 


Composing Equipment Operator, 
joined the staff of cci. 
At Architectural Services, Zoe 


Solomonesco has been appointed Pro- 
ject Architect on term and Janice 
Angus, formerly with the NGc, New 
Building Office, is the new Graphics 
Officer. Sarah Lang, Project Officer, is 
on leave without pay until July. 

At pms, Naomi Panchyson, Market- 
ing Ofiicer at NMST, joined the staff as 
Analyst/Planning Officer. Jenny Cave, 
Policy and Planning Officer, began her 
language training on January 19. 
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Calendar 


Ongoing: Women and War, cwm, until December 31; A Vanished World, nmns, until May 10; Diamond 
Jubilee of the vue, NMNs, until September 7; New Building : Work in Progress, NGC, until the opening in 
1988: Biotechnology, Remote Sensing and Cruising Down the River, NMsr, until Labor Day: Audubon: 
Science into Art, NMNS, until April 13; and Alex Colville: Images or War, cwm, until December 31. 


April 2 Film Barry Lindon, by Stanley Kubrick, NGc, 6:00 p.m. Mini-talk by Evelyn Lieff on Jan 
Davidsz de Heem’ Still-Life with Fruits and Butterflies, NGC, 12:15 p.m. Repeated 
April 16 and 30. 

April 9 Mini-talk by Phyllis Silverman on Sir Anthony Van Dyck’ Suffer Little Children to 
Come unto Me, NGc, 12:15 p.m. Repeated April 23. Film Passion, by Jean-Luc Godard, 
French with English subtitles, Noc, 7:00 p.m. 

April 16 Film The Draughtman’s Contract, by Peter Greenaway, NGC, 7:00 p.m. 

April 23 Film A Sunday in the Country, by Bertrand Tavernier, French with English subtitles, 


NGC, 7:00 p.m. 


French Calendar may list other events 


At Financial Services, Jocelyne 
Plante, from Indian Affairs in Quebec 
City, has been appointed Financial Plan- 
ning Analyst. 


National Gallery 


A number of term appointments 
related to the New building project 
have been announced: René Ville- 
neuve, Curator, Canadian Art, and 
David Ditner, Curator, European 
Art; Dominique Duhoux, Secretary, 
Prints, Drawings and Photography; 
Leah Kilby-St. Michael, Secretary. 

Design and Installations has hired 
designers David Cunningham and 
Marc-André Viens, Project Officer 
Thomas Thurston, Framer Albert 
Kingma and Preparator Chelsey Tay- 
lor. Doris Rigert-Couture has been 
appointed Conservator, Restoration and 
Conservation Laboratory. 

Dave Wilson has been seconded 
from Public Archives as manager of the 
new Central Registry. 

Hector Richer, Preparator, retired 
on January 16 after 14 years with the 
Gallery. 

Designer Heidi Overhill and Data 
Base Officer Andrea Kirkpatrick 
resigned at the end of December while 
resignations of Peter Smith, Chicf of 
Publications, and Normand Lemonde, 
Preparator at cmcp, became effective in 
January. 


In Memoriam 


Jean Prézeau, carpenter at the NMST, 
died November 23 at 48. Mr. Prézeau 
joined NMST in 1973. 

Paul Edward (Red) Butler, retired 
Keeper and Photographs and Posters 
of the Canadian War Museum, died 
November 28 at 63. Mr. Butler, known as 
“Red”, joined the cwm in 1957 making 
him one of the earliest staff members. 
During his 28 year career at the cwm, 
Mr. Butler held various posts. 

Alfred (Fred) Azar, retired Cura- 
torial Assistant — War Art at the Cana- 
dian War Muscum, died February 14 at 
66. Mr. Azar joined the Museum in 1973 
after 30 years in the Canadian Forces. 
Since his retirement in December 1985, 
Fred was treasurer of the Friends of the 
War Muscum Association. 

All three will be truly missed by 
museum staff who wish to extend deep 
sympathy to their families. 


Old soldiers don't fade away 


Bruce Walker regales CWM visitors with lively stories 


Id soldiers don’t always fade away. 

In Bruce Walker's case, 30 years in 

the Canadian army prepared the 
CWM commissionaire for his television 
debut. The cwm’s resident gunnery 
expert, Bruce was interviewed along 
with cwm luminaries Director Vic 
Suthren, Information Officer Faye 
Kert and technician Bill Smith by TV 
Ontario’s Elwy Yost. The interviews 
aired February 16 to 20 during the 
Magic Shadows screening of “The Life 
and Times of Colonel Blimp.” 

“They can do everything,” Bruce says, 
pretending to gripe about the TV 
Ontario crew, “But they can’t pay me.” 

But Bruce is nothing like the dodder- 
ing old Colonel Blimp. Hes been walk- 
ing the cwm beat for four years, keeping 
over-enthusiastic visitors off the dis- 
plays, acting as what Faye Kert calls “a 
walking information package” on CwM 
exhibits, and keeping a wary eye on the 
museum's 25 pound gun/howitzer — 
the gun he was interviewed about on TV 
Ontario. 

But if Bruce looks after the 25 
pounder (named for the weight of its 
shell) that’s because for much of his mil- 
itary career, the gun looked after him. 

As a Second World War infantryman, 
the 25 pounder helped blast holes 
through German defences for Bruce 
and his comrades. As a postwar gunnery 
sergeant, Bruce hauled the howitzer 
through snow in Manitoba, over 
ploughed fields in Germany, and 
through the mud-swollen roads of mon- 
soon-season Korea. 

“It was an excellent gun. You could 
take it anywhere, you could repair it in 
the field, it had a good rate of fire, and a 
fair-sized weight of shell.” 

Weighing about two tons, it could fire 
a shell as far as 13,400 yards, usually to 
support advancing infantry. As he walks 
around the gun, Bruce reverts to his 
postwar role of gunnery instructor, 
citing facts and figures, how to turn and 
fire it, and listing the tasks of the six man 
gun detachment. He sets the sights and 
explains how to aim, all with the case 
with which he last fired a 25 pounder 
three decades ago. 
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Bruce Walker looks after the 25 
pound gun/bowitzer that looked after 
him for much of bis military career. 


He recalls advancing under cover of 
the howitzers barrage in Italy. “You'd 
see the stuff splashing in front of you,” 
he says, “and you could hear it coming 
in overhead...What you have to do in the 
infantry is stay as close to the shell burst 
as safely possible so it doen’t give them a 
chance to get their heads up.” 

Bruce says he didn’t stop to observe 
the destruction the guns wrought. “You 
just keep going and hope your luck 
lasts.” 

Bruces luck did last, and he left the 
army at the wars end — to become an 
audit clerk. “I decided 1 just wanted to 
sit on my butt for the rest of my life,” he 
recalls. 

But he tired of civilian life, and re- 
enlisted in 1951, He remustered with 
the artillery, and was allowed to keep his 
infantry rank of sergeant. 

Bruce takes up a new position by the 


staff car of Field Marshal Alexander, 
where he can better survey the cwm’s 
exhibits. 

A group of schoolchildren by the gun 
rattle a lever on the sighting mecha- 
nism. “If it moves, they'll move it,” he 
sighs. Occasionally he has to break off 
conversation to stop a small girl from 
hanging on the Spitfire’s air intake, or 
explain to a little boy that he can’t climb 
inside the field marshal’s staff car. 

“Oh no young fellah,” he says adding. 
“Thats not a jeep, that’s a staff car — 
jeeps are teensy-weensy.” 

A museum visitor who identifies him- 
self as the nephew of the inventor of the 
Littlejohn antitank shell asks Bruce 
about a display of artillery shells the 
cwm used to have. Bruce discusses the 
Littlejohn’s workings with him, apolo- 
gising that the display is in holding at 
Vimy House. He tells the man who he 
should contact to see the exhibit. 

He says he gets a lot of questions from 
visitors. “You get questions like ‘How 
many people did you kill?” he says. “I 
usually say “Well, on a good day, or bad 
day?” And often, you know, ‘What 
started the Boer War?” 

“I read a lot of military history,” Bruce 
says. Indeed, he is versed enough to 
discuss esoteric subjects like Béla Kun’ 
shortlived communist rule in 1919 Hun- 
gary, with Hungarian visitors to the 
CWM. 

Though he enjoys his work, he says he 
wants to take more time off to read, 
collect stamps, do some carpentry, and 
look after his garden. 

“I certainly don’t intend to work my 
butt off, you Know.” he smiles. “Theresa 
time to cease.” 

The retired master warrant officer 
(he prefers to be known by his pre- 
unification rank of sergeant major) 
jokes about the commissionaire rank of 
corporal he'll lose when he becomes a 
part-time worker. 

“I've had my moment of glory,” he 
laughs. “Its the first time I've got pro- 
ԵՏ to corporal since November 
1943.” 


Ray Ford 


Nanette Cormier 
at the NAC 


Nanette Cormier, Special Assistant to 
the Board of Trustees, has more than 
one iron in the fire. From February 11 to 
28, the National Arts Centre presented 
at the Atelier a production of A Child is 
Crying on the Stairs, based on a book by 
the same name by Nanette, published in 
1983. 

Child is the devastating and powerful 
story of Sarah, a victim of child abuse. It 
traces her life, a childhood home of 
physical violence and emotional 
deprivation to her eventual coming to 
terms with her past and the possibilities 
of her future. 

The play views unflinchingly one of 
today’s most disturbing social problems 
and the long road by which its victims 
must recover their faith in family, com- 
munity and, most importantly, them- 
selves. Its outcome, however, celebrates 
the strength, tenacity and courage of 
the human spirit. 

A Child ts Crying on the Stairs had its 
first production in the Mulgrave Road 
Co-op Theatres 1985-86 season. The 
play, collectively created by the cast, the 
author and its director, Mary Walsh, 
(Artistic Director of the Resource Cen- 
tre for the Arts in St. Johns New- 
foundland ) received tremendous sup- 
port and acclaim from the critics during 
its first tour of the Maritimes. 

A remounting of the production 
under the auspices of the Atelier Work- 
shop Programme allowed the Mulgrave 
Road Co-op to benefit not only from the 
expertise of the NAC theatre but was also 
able to re-work and improve the script 
with the assistance of the author and her 
partner for this particular project, 
Deborah Arnold. The production 
returns to Nova Scotia to embark on a 
tour throughout the Maritimes after its 
run at the Atelier. 

Nanette Cormiers publications in- 
clude: Gross—An Anthology of Nova 
Scotia Poets, Strawbooks Press, Halifax, 
1972 and The Scream (the collaborative 
work of a performance poetry group 
called First Draft), Ouroboros Press, 
Ottawa, 1984. Nanette is planning a 
second play with Mulgrave Road 
Co-op Theatre on single mothers to be 
workshopped in Guysborough, N.S. 
during the summer of 1987. As for other 
writing projects, Nan says she is always 
working on her ‘bestseller’. 
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Secretary General 


Lets talk 


Response to Task Force on NMC 


The Board's response to the recom- 
mendations of the Richard-Withrow 
Report has given certain, more level- 

| headed people an opportunity to take a 
look — in many instances, their first one 
— at the report. To the degree that it is 
possible for logic to prevail over analy- 
sis, NMCS personnel emerge as winners. 
The title of the Board's reply, “Museums 
in Canada: The Federal Contribution,” 
expresses at one and the same time the 
Boards philosophy and the germ of a 
fundamental criticism of the Report. 

Indeed, the Board asserts its true phi- 
losophy by indicating that the federal 
government has a unique role to play — 
one that it alone can play — regarding 
museums in Canada. As for the report, it 
subordinates the federal contribution to 
the priorities of another intervening 
party. According to this hypothesis, it 
would not have been possible to pro- 
mote conservation in Canada on behalf 
of the federal government as the NMC 
has done for the past 15 years. Many 
more examples, all of them significant, 
were provided in the Board's response. 

The Board's response is also a sign of 
the quality of democracy among its 
members. It is normal to have dif- 
ferences of opinion at the Board, but it is 
rare for one member to disagree and 
have the group still allow the person to 


remain as a member in good standing. 
On one particular point, a member dis- 
agreed, and the others respected this 
position while asking that it be officially 
recorded. 

What the Board is trying to demon- 
Strate to the Minister in its response is 
that the basic principles of the report 
are deficient, the methodology is shaky, 
the English version does not include the 
same concepts as the French one, the 
arithmetic is whimsical, and finally, that 
a summary of factual errors alone takes 
up an annex of several pages. The long 
and the short of it is that the report 
could not serve as a basis for making a 
serious decision. It was probably one 
factor considered by the Commons 
Standing Committee when it did not 
table its report in December as planned. 
There is no doubt that a little time still 
remains before a decision is made. In 
brief, the patience I recommended in 
my note to staff when the report was 
published still applies. It is more 
obvious than ever that several years will 
go by before all the desirable changes 
that the Board itself has proposed can 
be put in concrete form. 


Léo A. Dorais 


Reminders from your Pay Advisors 


Dental Care Plan 


Application forms must be returned to your pay advisor no later than April 29, 


1987. If you nced a WAIVER, call us. 


Those eligible — Excluded and Unrepresented Employees 


— Management Category 


— Council of Graphic Arts Union 
— International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers ; 
PSAC employees — the agreement was signed on Feb. 6. We have not been notified 
of the effective date as yet. 


PIPS employees — still negotiating. 


Remuneration Supplement 


To Quebec residents and all employees who transferred from provinces excepting 
Ontario, Alberta, British Columbia and the Yukon — have you filled in your request 
for the Medicare Remuneration Supplement for the year 1986? The deadline is June 
30, 1987. Forms are available from your pay advisor. 


Bousfield, Darling and Wilson 


MUSEUM VETERANS LEAVE 110 YEAR LEGACY 


Edward L. Bousfield 


Dr. Edward L. Bousfield, Senior Scien- 
tist with NMNS, retired at the end of 
November. After graduation from the 
University of Toronto, he joined the 
National Museum in 1950 as Inverte- 
brate Zoologist. Within a few years he 
had completed his PhD studies at Har- 
vard University on mechanisms by 
which free-swimming larvae of inverte- 
brate animals are retained within sea- 
ward-flowing estuaries. His continuing 
work on estuarine and intertidal ani- 
mals, mainly on the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts of North America, led him to 
appreciate the biological importance of 
the diverse and abundant, but little 
studied, amphipod crustaceans. 

Some 30 years and half a million 
invertebrate speciments later, the na- 
tional collection of amphipods has 
grown from a few hundred to more than 
30,000 lots, and contains many valuable 
type specimens. 

In 1964, Dr. Bousfield became Chief 
Zoologist, a position that he held for 10 
years. Many of our present “aquatic in- 
vertebrate” museum staff were re- 
cruited during those “happy days” of 
rapid museum expansion. Despite the 
increasing bureaucratic load, “Dr. B.” 
(as his staff know him ) managed to find 
time for field work, for research publica- 
tions including his book on amphipods 
of New England, and for “relaxation” in 
noon-hour games of ping-pong with 
ornithologist Earl Godfrey. Following 
his appointment as Senior Scientist, his 
studies became broader in scope, from 
describing individual families and lo- 
cal faunas, to postulating evolutionary 
trends and phylogenetic relationships 
within the amphipoda world-wide. This 
was aided by an active and “correlative” 
mind in which unusual trends, odd tax- 
onomic characters, and facts that did 
not fit accepted theories could be 
recombined in a new and “provocative” 
manner. 

Recognition of Dr. Bousfield’s scien- 
tific contributions has come from all 
sides. He has participated in interna- 
tional co-operative ventures, has been 
asked to contribute to major scientific 
publication series, and has served on 


From 1. to r: Edward Bousfield, Jan Stock from Netherlands, Diana Laubitz, Associate 
Curator, Crustaceans Section, NMNS, and ED. Por from Israel, at the 2nd International 


Conference on Copepods. 


executive councils of scientific soci- 
eties and as President of the Canadian 
Society of Zoologists in 1979-80. He has 
served as external supervisor of nearly 
50 graduate students at universities 
world-wide. His scientific honours 
include election as Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada in 1978, and receiving 
the Outstanding Achievement Award of 
the Public Service of Canada in 1985 
from Governor General Jeane Sauve. 
With approximately 100 scientific and 
semi-popular publications to his name, 
and more than 35 years of service to 
NMNS, retirement would seem well 
earned. However, “Dr. B.” has other 
ideas; on his own time he intends to stay 
with us (as Curator Emeritus ) and at the 
Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, until 
his Pacific coast amphipod guide book is 
completed. After that, several other fas- 
cinating research topics and man- 
uscripts await completion. Perhaps his 


penchant for finding urgent field work 
in the tropics during our long, cold 
Ottawa winters may now be fully real- 
ized. 


Diana Laubitz 


Union news 


Congratulations 
to the new executive 


President Robert Wilson (NAM) 
Vice-President Paul Gratton (NMNs) 
Sccretary Patricia Chase (cmcp) 
Treasurer Georges Granger (NGC) 
Chief Steward Ron Dixon (cmc) 
Local Officers Lise Phillion (NGc) 
Francine Danis (Library ) 
Rolly Corneau (xmsr) 
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John Wilson 


After almost 30 years with the Mili- 
tary Police and 12 years with ՀՀՇ, John 
Wilson, Operations Manager, Protection 
Services (NMsT) retired on February 23, 
1987. 

During the time that he was with the 
Military Police, John worked in Europe, 
Cyprus, England and 5 locations in 
Canada. A month after joining ՀՇՏ 
Security Services in 1975 he was as- 
signed to NMST, but over the years, he 
has worked at all the museum locations 
as well as at the headquarters. 


John Wilson 


John’s retirement plans are simple. He 
will take it casy and travel — visit places 
that he has not yet seen,or re-visit some 
of his favourite spots. Immediate plans 
will take John and his wife, Eileen, to 
Cincinnati and Florida this winter, and 
to Australia and New Zealand in the fall. 
Besides travelling, they will continue to 
dance with the Capital Steppers Square 
Dancing group and practice their ball- 
room dancing. 

The Wilsons appreciation for figure 
skating has taken them to every major 
Worlds Figure Skating, Skate Canada and 
other competitions since 1972. 

If his wife and daughter don’t keep 
him too busy with projects at home, 
John can always visit his sons and their 
families in Edmonton, or in Switzerland. 

Although John Wilson will be missed 
by his friends and co-workers, we wish 
him all the best. 
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Margaret Darling, with ASG, National Programmes, Robert W. Nichols, left, and 


Secretary General Léo A. Dorais. 


Margaret Darling 


On December 4, 1986, past and pres- 
ent colleagues of Margaret Darling 
gathered at the offices of Map to pay 
tribute to her thirty-five (35!) years of 
hard work in the federal public service. 

Margaret began her career with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in Janu- 
ary 1944, where she worked until 1947 
when she resigned to raise her family. 
During the 19505 she found herself at 
Health and Welfare, Revenue Canada 
and the Department of Northern Affairs. 
During that time, she took a further two 
years off to devote to her family. In 1961 
Margaret joined the Public Service 
Commission where she remained until 
moving to the new National Museums of 
Canada in May 1970. She has been with 
us ever since, first at the central registry 
and most recently (since 1978) with 
the Muscum Assistance Programmes. 
Although Margaret is leaving NMc for 
the greener pastures of retirement, her 
presence will continue to be felt 
within the Corporation... Margaret's 
son Dwayne is Financial Advisor at the 
National Gallery! 

The staff at MAP are happy to know 
that Margaret will finally be able to 
enjoy those long summer days at her 
family cottage, without having to think 
about “all this junk” (we know she is 
only joking! ) that her colleagues tend to 


deposit in the Map registry. Margaret 
will be dearly missed, but Map staff also 
expect there will be a distinct absence 
of the smell of fresh toast drifting down 
the back hallway at about 10 o’clock on 
a winter morning... We wish you well 
Margaret. 


OOO ————————— 


New releases 


The Canadian Museum of Contempo- 
rary Photography (cmcer) presents two 
new publications on the works of im- 
portant Canadian photographers. 

Genius Loci — Geoffrey James, with 
essays by the artist himself and by Mar- 
tha Langford, Chief Curator of the cMCP: 
this 8 % 16 exhibition cataloque in- 
cludes 23 duotone reproductions of 
James’ panoramic photographs of Euro- 
pean gardens. Hardcover, 72 pages, $25. 
For nme employees: $18.75. 

Reality and Motive in Documentary 
Photography — Donigan Cumming, 
with essays by Robert Graham and Mar- 
tha Langford: the 11 7 X 7% exhibition 
cataloque includes 38 duotone repro 
ductions selected from Cummings 
major project begun in 1982. 72 pages. 
soft cover, $20. For nme employees: $15. 

You can order these or other CMCP 
publications by calling 990-8260. 


Comings and Goings 


Science and Technology 


Andrée Joyce, from the Office of the 
ASG (cs), is now Bob Bradford's Secre- 
tary, replacing Lise Villeneuve who 
has gone to ‘Transport Canada. 

Ricky Cook, Donald Depper, 
Michael Irwin, Thomas Saunders 
and Robert Whittingham are now part 
of the Workshop staff John Barton, 
from External Affairs, is the new 
Librarian. 

In the Conservation Division, Phil 
Aleck retired on December 31. Myles 
Bailey has transferred from Parks Can- 
ada and Clifford Cook, left on January 
16 for a position at Parks Canada. 

In the Registrar Section, Heather 
Badjilk resumed her functions as cata- 
loguer at the end of her maternity leave 
(Its a boy! Congratulations Heather ). 

Marc Ducharme has left to become 
cataloguer at NAM. 

Robert Albota and John Vardalas, 
researchers, have joined the Communi- 
cations and Space Section for a 13 
month term. 


National Programmes 


Diane Pelletier, from Personnel Ser- 
vices, has been seconded to the Pro- 
gramme Coordination as Special Pro- 
jects Officer. 

In an exchange between the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts and CHIN that 
began December 1, Merridy Cox, 
Museum Consultant will work six 
months in the American institution 
while Mary Sullivan will replace her in 
Ottawa. 

At map, Margaret Darling, Registry 
Clerk, retired at the end of 1986. Lise 
Brabant, Clerk at Regional Operations, 
left the Public Service in November. 
Danielle Bertrand was seconded from 
NMsT to replace her. 

At Mobile Exhibits, Louise Leclair, 
Chief, Public Services Division at NMNs, 
has been appointed Acting Director, and 
Interpreter Colette Morin has been 
working at the NMNs since December. 

At cci, Charles (Chuck) Gruchy, 
NMNs’ Assistant Director, Collections 
and Research, was appointed Acting 
Director General as of January 26. Sue 
Maltby has been appointed Assistant 
Conservator to replace Janet Mason 
and cci has also welcomed two 


Assistant Conservation Scientists, Mal- 
com Bilz, and Deborah Ann Rennie. 


ՇՇՐՏ shepherd 
«Cowboy» 
Jacques Richer 


vices at the cci, watches over the cc! 

staff like a shepherd over his flock. 

“1 look after the well-being of every- 
body,” he laughs. 

But Jacquess only half joking. It’s his 
job to make sure the workers at the cc! 
have everything they need to do their 
jobs. He looks after the buildings state 
of repair, security, and any renovations 
needed as well as stores. 

Jacques’ job at the cci is the result of 
25 years in the public service. After four 
years with pnp he transferred into the 
National Museums as a Purchasing Clerk 
in 1965. A succession of jobs in Finance 
followed, including positions as Travel 
Clerk, Revenue and Special Accounts 
Clerk, and Allotment Control Clerk. In 
1981 he became the General Services 
Chief at the cct. 

In his office sit souvenirs of Jacques 
CCI career. Beside a pink elephant on 
wheels is a plastic model of a black and 
white Holstein-Fresian bull, labeled 
‘Jacques Richer’. 

“That was a good one,” says Jacques, 
smiling. 

He describes himself as “a practical 
joker since day one,” but admits that 
sometimes he comes out on the receiv- 
ing end of a joke. If your can’t take a 
joke, he says, “you might as well pack it 
in.” 

The bull commemorates a time when 
Jacques was the butt of a joke, while 
helping Senior Conservation Advisor 
Phil Ward fill out the papers he needed 
to work in the public service. 

While filling out the domestic pets 
section, Phil, who still had his British 


j acques Richer, Chief of General Ser- 


Corporate Management 


At Audit and Evaluation Directorate, 
Johanne Villeneuve was appointed 
Secretary in December, and Sylvie 
Prud’Homme is the new Word Pro- 
cessing Operator. Philomène Makolo, 
Evaluation Officer, left the Directorate 
on December 31 to accept a position 
with CIDA. 


Jacques Richer 


accent, asked Jacques if he could bring 
his car to Ottawa. Jacques, mistaking Mr. 
Wards accent, thought he said ‘cow’ 
rather than ‘car’. He told Phil cattle were 
not considered domestic pets. 

It took Jacques weeks to live the error 
down. People would buzz his intercom, 
and moo into it when he answered. One 
day CP Express phoned and told 
Jacques they had a ‘Fresian’ to deliver, 
adding it was a very big parcel. 

“1 kind of smelt a rat but I didn’t bite.” 
Jacques says. He refused the parcel, but 
when his birthday came the plastic bull 
was given to him by some of the cc! staff. 

Jacques is also an avid sportsman, 
although he says he’s given up hockey 
and baseball for “lazy sports” like fish- 
ing. 

He says he’s happily married with two 
children, and is already planning to 
retire to his cottage in Gracefield. 

Thats not to say Jacques in any rush 
to leave the cci. 

“I've loved it,” he says of his time with 
the Institute. “I've had opportunities to 
go a couple of other places but 1 chose 
to stay here because 1 still felt it was a 
challenge.” 


Cyanide 
(Cont'd from page 1) 


fine mesh net strung around one side of 
a coral head. Divers can then select the 
fish they want, and release the rest. 

The nets cost less the $50 and last 
one or two years. A year’s supply of 
cyanide could cost a fisherman $300. In 
a country with a per capita income of 
less than a thousand dollars, Don says 
the nets not only help conserve the fish 
and their habitat, but could also boost 
the fisherman's income. 

The main advantage he sees in netting 
the fish will be the wellbeing of the 
fishermen and their families. In the Phi- 
lippines Don lived with a family of fish 
collectors, and heard horror stories 
about cyanide. Poison-users develop 
skin infections, and their hair may turn 
red or fall out. The deaths of some 
barrio children eating poisoned fish are 
also attributed to cyanide. Don says he 
worries about the long term effects of 
the poison, but because cyaniding is 
officially illegal, the government has 
done no studies on it. 

Hes especially concerned about the 
eating of the poisoned fish. “A couple of 
fish that big is all they have for a family of 
three or four,” he says, demonstrating 
with the outstreched thumb and index 
finger of his right hand. 

“But if they’re going to carry on liv- 
ing, what the hell are they going to do?” 

With the co-operation of the Philip- 
pine government and some of Steve 
Robinson's trained netsmen, Don and 
his colleagues want to spread the net- 
ting technique throughout the Philip- 
pines. But running a programme like 
this could cost about $120,000. 

“Now all we have to do is find the 
price of one Canadian house”, Don says. 
He has mortgaged his own house and 
used his savings to raise $25,000 to get 
the programme going, while he looks 
for money from aid organisations and 
CIDA. [Private donations are also 
accepted. If you’d like to help, call Don 
at NMNS] 

The funding drive is not without 
Opposition from the American aquar- 
ium industry. “There's a group in Cal- 
ifornia that has been attacking us,” he 
says, “They see ստ as broadcasting 
unsavoury facts about cyaniding.” 

But getting rid of the poisoning will 
make for healthier aquarium fish, and 
cut fish losses in dealers’ holding tanks. 
Cyanide damages the liver and repro- 
ductive organs of a fish, and many never 
overcome their contamination. 

“Say you're paying thirty or fifty bucks 
for a nice quality fish,” he says, “You may 
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Aquarium fish collector demonstrating how easily fish can be caught with envi- 


ronmentally harmless nets. 


find in a couple of weeks that it’s doing 
the backpaddle, or sitting at the bottom 
of the tank not bothering to breath. 
Then you may want to go back to fresh- 
water fish, or raise canaries. Healthy fish 
will build the dealers clientelle,” he 
adds. 


տա" 


Filipino fisherman with bis new work- 
tool and his captures. 


What began as a professional interest 
in fish conservation has, Don says, 
become a personal challenge to restore 
the environment and increase fish 
stocks, and make the lot of the fish- 
ermen happier. He says he is heartened 
CIDA has made the Philippines an aid 
priority. “Its possible this will make it 
(fundraising ) easier,” he says, adding “or 
1711 sell my house.” 

He laughs, drily. 


Ray Ford. 
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